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VCARA CONNECTION  
The Vermilion County Amateur Radio Association (VCARA), a group of Amateur Radio operators, interested and 

active in the service of the Amateur Radio service, publish a monthly newsletter, where members and officers can post 

information of interest to other members.  

     

Our policy is to print and/or post only information that is related to Amateur Radio, and not items of a political or reli-

gious nature, unless it has an impact on Amateur Radio, such as antenna ordinances, etc. 

    If a member wishes to have printed a topic that is not Amateur Radio related, they can submit a copy to the club 

newsletter editor, any club officer, and the matter will be discussed and decided upon by the Board of Directors.  

No PERSONAL attacks will be allowed.  
Submissions are due on the last Friday of each month!! 

 

L-R ARES EC Jim Kiser KB9AZA, Danville Mayor Scott Eisenhaur, 

Club President Josh Kittle N9WEW, Tuck Miller NF9T 

L-R ARES EC Jim Kiser KB9AZA, Club President Josh Kittle N9WEW, 

Illinois State Representative Bill Black, and Tuck Miller NF9T 

City and State 

Proclamations 



 

VCARA QSO Party   
Every Saturday Morning!! 

9:00 am - 11:00 am 

 

VCARA Club House - Woodbury Hill 

 

A weekly get together for fellowship and to work 

on various club projects. Continued planning for 

upgrades to the club house facility.  All are wel-

come, your help is appreciated.  

   

Radioactive!! 

Nets to you…... 
 

Monday ICARC 8:00 147.030 dup+ pl tone 103.5  

Wed. Night Net 7:30 146.820  pl 88.5 

Fridays: 73's Late Night Net 9:00 pm 146.820 pl 88.5 

Amateur Radio……. 
 

……..Not just a hobby, but a REAL service. 

Your help is needed!! 
 

The newsletter received a few contributions this 

month, and we thank you!! The more articles we 

receive, the better for the newsletter and for you, 

the reader!! 

 

I would love to see people who can write an arti-

cle each month..maybe on constructing small in-

door antennas for 2 meters, making your own an-

tennas for not only VHF frequencies, but HF fre-

quencies as well. Maybe step by step directions 

on installing connectors. Believe it or not, there 

are probably some newbies who might not know. 

 

Send me articles in Word or text only, or 

make the pdf files a jpg file. 

I can not convert pdf files back to text. Sorry. 

 

Help out your newsletter!!!  Deadline is the last 

Friday of every month!!  73. 

For Sale!!!! 

Radio Shack 2M FM  radio  (Unknown model) 

Clegg 22ER 2M AM with a clegg mike  

Contact Dave Cline for more info at kb9zmf@gmail.com 

May Meeting  

Monday July 12, 2010 7PM 
VCARA Club House 

Woodbury Hill 

Danville, Il 

From Don WA9EIC 

 

I am compiling a collection of radio manuals 

and associated information (like power sup-

plies and antennas etc.) If anyone has any re-

quests for additions to my collection, please 

notify me and I will add it . If You need any rig 

info I might have it or can get it for You. 

Don    wa9eic@gmail.com  

NU9R’s 

Field Day Ham Shack 



    Dust off those ten meter mono band 

rigs and hook up those vertical anten-

nas.  

    Ten meters has been opening up 

again, along with six meters.  

     I worked a guy in Portland , Oregon 

the other day with just my vertical at 

30 feet and the Icom running barefoot 

at around 100 watts pep.  

    They have been opening up through-

out the day and into the late evening. 

On ten meters, most of the activity is 

in the tech portion and the activity on 

six has mostly been between 50.125 

and 50.3 mhs usb.  Some nbfm and 

some cw but mostly ssb.   

     Have fun, I am. 

73 DE Don WA9EIC 

From the desk of W9JUG 
 

 

Antenna Tuners 
 

     Antenna tuners come in 

all looks and sizes. Most of the more 

modern radios have internal tuners 

that can be activated by simply 

pressing a button. The name tuner is 

really a misnomer, because they 

really don’t tune your antenna. SWR 

is a function of the feed point imped-

ance. If the SWR on your antenna is 

4:1 using a tuner doesn’t change this 

mismatch at the feed point.. What ac-

tually happens is that it provides a 

50-OHM impedance for the final RF 

stage to work into when adjusted 

properly. 

    One advantage in using a tuner 

with a rather high SWR is that the fi-

nal stage will tend to rollback power 

when it sees this mismatch. The 

tuner prevents this by making the fi-

nal see 50 Ohms. You might say it 

fakes the radio into believing that it 

is seeing an ideal antenna. 

    This is a question that is asked of-

ten on ham radio examinations. 

   Where is the best place to connect 

you antenna tuner? The best answer 

is at the feed point. Next month we 

will take a look at placing a tuner at 

the feed point and see what happens. 






