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Join us at
Lynch Volunteer Fire Dept
VCARA Club House
Woodbury Hill
Danwville, I

April 12, 2010
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Officers

President:

Josh Kittle NOWEW
josh@kittle.com

Vice President

Jim Walker KBOLLH
mamapapa506@sbcglobal.ne

Secretary:
Tom Mills NU9R
kg4dgj@yahoo.com

Treasurer:
Bill McNew N9RI
n9riv@sbcglobal.net

Past President:
Kathy Tucker KD5GPR
gkt6399@aol.com

Trustee:
Don Russell WA9EIC
wa9eic@gmail.com

Connection Editor

Tuck Miller, NFOT
nfot@arrl.org
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President Josh Kittle, NOWEW convened the March 8th meeting at 1911
hours at the Lynch Volunteer Fire Department, located on 14th St., Danville, II.
Treasurer’s Report presented as follows:

Beginning Balance: 171.28
Expenses

Ameren 42.36
Ending Balance: 128.92
Savings Acct Bal: 1041.94
Hamfest Acct. Bal:  1959.13
HF & Sav Total: 3001.07

Net Control Ops for Wednesday Night Nets until next meeting:
March 10th Dave KB9ZMF

March 17th Jim W9OJUG

March 24th Quinten KA9LNJ

March 31st Tuck NFOT

April 7th Sven KCONWX

Old Business:

4 new hams resulted from the last Technician class.

Equipment list for ARRL insurance still being compiled.

Possible Echolink connection being looked into by committee comprised of
Jim W9JUG, Quinten KA9LNJ, Josh NOWEW, and Jim KBOAZA.
New Business:

AFMAD to be held on May 29th. Contact Dave KB9ZMF or Tom NU9R for
more information.

Field Day locations were discussed. Dave KB9ZMF to scout out sites.

Setting up booths at local fairs was discussed, and Tuck NF9T to inquire
about rates.

Picture CD is being compiled by Carline WDO9EWU. Motion by Dave KB9ZMF
to sell CD’s at $5, with proceeds to go to General fund. Motion passed.

Meeting adjourned at 2040 hours.

Respectfully submitted,
Tuck Miller NFOT
Filling in for NU9R.

VCARA CONNECTION

The Vermilion County Amateur Radio Association (VRA), a group of Amateur Radio operators, interested
active in the service of the Amateur Radio servizéhlish a monthly newsletter, where members afideo$ can pos
information of interest to other members.

Our policy is to print and/or post only informatitimat is related to Amateur Radio, and not itema pblitical or reli-
gious nature, unless it has an impact on AmatedidRauch as antenna ordinances, etc.

If a member wishes to have printed a topic ihabt Amateur Radio related, they can submitgydo the club
newsletter editor, any club officer, and the mattdirbe discussed and decided upon by the Boaildiactors.
No PERSONAL attackswill be allowed.

Submissions are due on the last Friday of each mont h!!




SKYWARN

April Meeting Meeting
Monday April 12, 2010 7PM
VCARA Club House

Woodbury Hill
Danville, Il

For Salel!!ll

Radio Shack 2M FM radio (Unknown model)
Clegg 22ER 2M AM with a clegg mike

Contact Dave Cline for more info at kb9zmf@gmaihc
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Your help is needed!!

The newsletter received a few contributions tl
month, and we thank you!! The more articles
receive, the better for the newsletter and for
the reader!!

| would love to see people who can write an g
cle each month..maybe on constructing small
door antennas for 2 meters, making your own
tennas for not only VHF frequencies, but HF f
guencies as well. Maybe step by step directio
on installing connectors. Believe it or not, the

are probably some newbies who might not know

Send me articles in Word or text if at all possi
ble. | can not convert pdf files back to text.
Sorry.

Help out your newsletter!!! Deadline is the lag
Friday of every month!! 73.
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Amateur Radio

Not just a hobby, but a REAL servic

arpe

"READ THE DIRECTIONS"

Contributed by Jim 73, K9KUZ - Jim

Just before Christmas, my amplifier quit workihis was right
after a city wide power outage. It had perfornmleavfessly for al-
most ten years. It's a Yaesu, and solid statel &d,some research
on the internet, and discovered several other heaithsthis very
same problem, also right after a power failurel oAkhem pointed
to blown components in the power supply, whichlis amp is a
separate unit weighing 40 pounds (the amp weigHb%h Conven-
iently, most of the hams fixed the problems thernesehblnd detailed
exactly where the failed components were locatetherthassis.
Some even supplied photos of the fixes. But ale@aming was
evident, that being that there is no independgraireshop that will
fix these amps. They have to be returned to theslYaervice cente
in California. So, next step was to verify thatddrtalled AES in
Milwaukee, where | bought it. Yes, indeed, onlye¥a can fix thes
things. Next, find the repair manual. Well, Yaeses not publish
their repair manuals, but | did find a pirated omethe inter-
net. About 500 pages. | printed about 50. Sajled my son Jeff,
the electrical engineer (and also KE9OD) who getkhitra ticket in
Josh's class last year with me. Thanks Josh.

Jeff is very confident that we can fix thisripi Now, it is hard tg
describe this power supply box. It is held togethigh 100s, no
1000s, of screws. It took the two of us a solich8rs just to disas-
semble the covers and fans and a lot of cabledansind, we still
had not taken apart the two main p/s units insided their guts an
boards and heat sinks etc .... so we saved thanhfither day, but w|
were able to check the first stage of resistorsfandd one
open. So, order some. Then came that day. Fatdlynwe did not|
have to disassemble everything, but the heat siitkhave to come
out, along with some more cables. We checkeditbieX resistors
in the A/C line. This is where most of the othkasl prob-
lems. Sure enough, resistor R-1 was the only pe®.0Nhy weren'’
the other 2 resistors with R-1, all in series, dlkwn ? Jeff re-
placed it, and we decided that perhaps this wasrtheproblem. Sq
back together it went. This was another whole dagon't know
how one person could possibly take this thing agiadt put it back
| together with just two hands. Several hams om#tenentioned
that they would never fix it again due to the labolved. So the
rnext step is to place it in the shack, cable thesuogether and hoo
the 220, and power it on. Sounds simple, db&8nWell after
both units are hooked up again, the p/s comes Namp comes
[ON, runs thru it's diagnostics, everything looks.Okhen --- the
amp's display says "ERROR 1005".

Now go back to the top of this story and readitf's. | should have
done this. And done it again. So, Jeff and Jive gip. "ERROR
1005" is one of those that has several differeranimgys. | called
Yaesu Tech Support the next day. They confirmetitttia error
message can mean many different things and | slietudn both
units to them. Luckily, my grandson Derek (KC9Chgs a FedEx
employee discount and gets me a $97 discount ppsty, but it's
still not cheap. Two weeks later | get a phoné daty want my
credit card number to pursue repairs. A few mdrene calls/email
occur. And then, while on my way back from Floritiget a call
from one of the techs: "Your amplifier has no geobs, it works
fine." We talked for ten minutes. | did not "rethe direc-

tions". That is, the owners manual, which says tife power on
function is performed by the transceiver !! OOR$h expensive
lesson always "read the directions'h{incase, read the
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Jim, WOJUG has contributed a file on Transmission lnes.
The entire article can be found on the last 5 pages



2010 Field Day

Friday June 25 Setup
Starts at 1pm Saturday June 26th
Ends at 1pm Sunday June 27th.
24 hours!!

VCARA will be operating at

Kickapoo State Park















Ed. Note: Thanks to Jim, W9JUG for his contributiort do hope | got them all in
proper order. Also thanks got to Jim K9KUZ for hasticle as well.



